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25, to give us this information so that these
people who do not pay their child support
have nowhere to hide.

Today I also directed the Department of
Health and Human Services to require moth-
ers who apply for welfare to provide the
name of the father and other identifying in-
formation when they apply for assistance and
before they get the benefits. Of course, there
must be good-cause exceptions, such as those
required to protect mothers from the dan-
gers of violence against women. And we will
require the welfare office to contact child
support authorities within 2 days, once we
get this information, to begin legal proceed-
ings to hold fathers responsible for support.

This is important. Our system should say
to mothers: If you want our help, help us
to identify and locate the father so he can
be held accountable as well. And it should
say to fathers: We’re not going to let you just
walk away from your children and stick the
taxpayers with the tab. The Government did
not bring the child into the world; you did.
Our people will help to take responsibility
for those children, but you have to do your
part as well. We have to make responsibility
a way of life, not an option, when it comes
to raising children in the United States.

So let me say again to you, I thank you
for the giving, nurturing work you do. We
would not have a health care system without
you. America wouldn’t be what it is without
you. I thank you for demonstrating respon-
sibility at work and, for most of you, at home
as well throughout your lifetime. I ask for
your continued support as we try to not only
protect but to advance the cause of health
care in this country. We must not rest until
we have made health care accessible and af-
fordable to every single American citizen.
But we must also say to every American citi-
zen, you ought to be as responsible in your
life every day, as the nurses of America are
in their lives.

This country works with opportunity and
responsibility; we cannot have one without
the other. And if we’re going to build an
America that will be the world’s leading

source of peace and freedom and prosperity
in the 21st century, if we’re going to keep
the American dream alive for all of us, we
have to have both those things. You embody
it in your life. We’re trying to embody it in
the policies we advocate. And I ask for your
continued support. You’ve made me very
happy, personally, here today, but you make
me very proud to be President of an America
with people like you. Let’s keep fighting to
make it better.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12 noon at the
Washington Convention Center.

Statement on Russian Election
Results
June 18, 1996

I spoke with President Yeltsin this morning
and conveyed through him to the Russian
people my warm congratulations on the elec-
tion, which is a success for Russia as a whole.

On Sunday, more than 70 million Russian
citizens—representing about 70 percent of
the eligible voters—voted in the first round
of the Presidential election that will deter-
mine who will lead the Russian Federation
for the next 4 years. They were able to choose
among 10 candidates representing a wide
range of political views in a contested elec-
tion. Russian and international observers
have reported nothing thus far to indicate
any significant irregularities in the voting
process.

This is an important milestone in Russia’s
history as a democracy and a welcome sign
of just how far that country has come in a
few short years. The runoff round will allow
the Russian people to complete the process
of electing their President.

A critical element of our post-cold-war re-
lationship with Russia is its continuing devel-
opment as a democracy. The United States
will remain steady in its policy of active en-
gagement with Russia to support political and
economic reform and Russia’s integration
with the West.
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Memorandum on the Child Support
Initiative
June 18, 1996

Memorandum for the Secretary of Health
and Human Services

Subject: Child Support Initiative
I hereby direct you to implement the plan

I am announcing today to strengthen the
child support system and promote parental
responsibility.

I direct you to exercise your legal authority
to take the following steps to implement that
plan:

1) issue proposed regulations relating to
paternity establishment that:

(a) clarify the definition, under the Aid
to Families with Dependent Children
(AFDC) program, of ‘‘cooperation’’
with paternity establishment by re-
quiring that a mother provide both
the name of the father and other
identifying information deemed ap-
propriate by the State (except when
there is good cause, such as being in
danger of domestic violence, for not
cooperating);

(b) require all applicants for assistance
under the AFDC program to cooper-
ate with paternity establishment ef-
forts prior to the receipt of assistance;
and

(c) require that applicants for assistance
under the AFDC program be re-
ferred to the State child support agen-
cy within 2 days of application, so that
the agency can initiate a legal pater-
nity action; and

2) implement a pilot program matching
new-hire data collected by participat-
ing States with Federal Parent Loca-
tor Service data in order to better
track parents owing child support ob-
ligations who have taken a job in an-
other State.

The plan I have outlined will help
strengthen child support operations by
toughening the paternity establishment re-
quirements for applicants for welfare and by
enabling States to locate, and withhold wages
from, child support obligors who have taken
a job in another State. Its prompt implemen-
tation is integral to achieving our goal of pro-

moting the American value of parental re-
sponsibility.

William J. Clinton

Memorandum on the Child Support
Initiative
June 18, 1996
Memorandum for the Secretary of Labor
Subject: Child Support Initiative

I hereby direct you to assist in the imple-
mentation of the plan I am announcing today
to strengthen the child support system and
promote parental responsibility.

I direct you to exercise your legal authority
in a manner that will assist the implementa-
tion of the plan by encouraging those State
employment security agencies that collect
new-hire information for use in child support
enforcement to report such information to
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ice’s pilot program for matching new-hire
data with Federal Parent Locator Service
data in order to better track parents owing
child support who have taken a job in another
State.

The plan I have outlined will help
strengthen child support operations by
toughening the paternity establishment re-
quirements for applicants for welfare and by
enabling States to locate, and withhold wages
from, child support obligors who have taken
a job in another State. Its prompt implemen-
tation is integral to achieving our goal of pro-
moting the American value of parental re-
sponsibility.

William J. Clinton

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Southern Governors and an
Exchange With Reporters
June 19, 1996
Church Burnings in the South

The President. I would like to welcome
the Governors, the other State elected offi-
cials who are here, the commissioners of
public safety who are here, the Members of
Congress who have come together to discuss
the problem of church burnings, which has
troubled so much of our country. I expect
that for our part we will cover three areas
today. We want to talk about the efforts to
prosecute those who are responsible for
these crimes, and we want to give a report
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